BOCCE RULES

Bocce is a bowling game that originated in Italy and is one of the world’s oldest sports.

Object

Played with eight large Bocce balls and a small target ball called the Pallino or Jack, the object of the game is to toss or roll the Bocce ball closest to the target ball.  

Frame

A frame is complete when all eight Bocce balls have been played.  A new frame begins after the distance between the Pallino and the Bocce balls has been measured and points awarded.  The team winning a frame always tosses the Pallino to begin the next frame.

Pointing & Hitting

When a Bocce ball is tossed with an attempt to be closest to the Pallino, it is called Pointing.  When a Bocce ball is tossed in an attempt to strike or reposition the Pallino or another Bocce ball, it is called Hitting.

Tossing the Ball

· All players must stand behind the player tossing the Bocce balls.  
· Balls must be tossed underhand.  
· The player who tosses the Pallino also tosses the first Bocce ball of the frame.  
· Each team can toss, roll or bounce balls down the court provided they don’t go out of bounds.  
· A player may knock the opponent’s ball out of the court when trying to gain a point or reduce the other team’s points.


Starting the Game
· A coin toss determines the starting team.  

· The starting team has a choice of ball colors and decides who will toss the Pallino.

· The starting team has three tries to toss the Pallino within the proper boundaries: past the court midpoint but not closer than 4’ from the end boundary or closer than 1’ from the side boundary.
· If the starting team fails to place the Pallino in three attempts, the opposing team has one opportunity to toss the Pallino within the boundaries.  

· If the opposing team’s attempt fails, the Pallino is placed in the center of the court.

· Regardless of who places the Pallino, the starting team always has the advantage of the first ball during the first frame.

“Point” or “In” Ball

· The starting team must deliver the first Bocce ball to establish the “point” or “in” ball.

· The opposing team will then deliver its Bocce balls until the “point” is taken, that is, the opposing team has placed a Bocce ball closer to the Pallino than the starting team’s Bocce ball, or until all four balls are used.

· The team whose ball is closest to the Pallino is the “in” ball, the opposing teams balls are “out.”  Whenever a team gets “in,” the team steps aside and the “out” team delivers.  

· Play continues until all balls have been played.

· Players may hit other balls to change their position.

· Any Bocce ball that goes out of the court is disqualified and out of play.

Hitting the Pallino
· Players may hit the Pallino by accident or design and change its position.
· If the Pallino is knocked out of bounds, the frame is “dead” and the game continues with a new frame.
· The starting team from the previous frame will remain the starting team and put the Pallino in play.
· If the Pallino is hit by a Bocce ball but not knocked out of bounds, the frame continues with the Pallino in its new position.
· The Bocce ball closest to the Pallino becomes the “in” ball.
Rotation

· The team that scores on the previous frame tosses the Pallino and the first Bocce ball for the next frame.

· Any team member may toss the Pallino or they may rotate among the team members.

· If there is no score in the frame, the Pallino is tossed by the same team as the previous frame.

· Team players may toss their Bocce balls in any rotation but each player must play the same number and pattern, or color, of Bocce balls.
Scoring

· With teams of one or two players, the game goes to 12 points; with four players, 16.

· One point is scored for every Bocce ball of one team that is closer to the Pallino than that of the other team.  Example: if the starting team has 3 Bocce balls closer to the Pallino than the second team’s closest ball, the starting team receives 3 points.  

· If both team’s closest Bocce ball is the same distance from the Pallino, no points are scored and the frame is replayed with the same team tossing the Pallino as in the tie frame.
With special thanks for the kind contributions by:

Amarin Thai

1332 C Park Street

748-0276

Aroma

2337 Blanding Avenue

816-0333

C’era Una Volta

1332 Park Street

769-4828

The Dog Out

831 Marina Village Parkway

522-2758

Be sure to frequent these fine restaurants to show your support 
for their generosity.

COURT RULES

· This is meant to be a quiet and contemplative game. Please respect the ears and privacy of nearby neighbors.

· Do not play when the court is wet. It is usually wet until 10:00 am.

· Please stop play when it gets dark.

· Keep small children and pets outside of the court.

· Provide only your own authorized Bocce Balls.

· Smooth out the court surface after play using a roller/rake.

· Young people, below the age of 14, should have an adult in attendance while playing.

· Pick up all trash and respect our plants.

· No loud music please. This is meant to be a “gentle-person’s” game.

BOCCE BALL
GRAND OPENING
Saturday

June 3, 2006
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The Bocce Ball court was financed and designed for the benefit of Harbor Bay Isle residents through the generosity of the Homeowners of Lantern Bay (128 homes) and Bayview Harbor (64 homes).  It is intended to be a harmonious place where neighbors can gather and get acquainted with each other by playing this wonderful sport. Please enjoy the court and help us maintain this valuable asset by leaving the area way you found it.  (See Court Rules.)
